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SUBJECT: RETURN OF SULTAN QABOOS TO MUSCAT; PRESS 
GUIDANCE ON TOW MISSILES AND MASIRAH 

REF: LONDON 908; MUSCAT 102 

1. SULTAN QABOOS WITH SOME OF HIS PARTY EMPLANING LONDON 
THIS EVENING, JANUARY 27, FOR FLIGHT TO MUSCAT. ASSUME 
ARRIVAL TOMORROW MORNING. FONMIN ZAWAWI HAS TOLD US HE 
WILL STAY ON HERE A LITTLE LONGER. 

2. MASIRAH USE AND TOW MISSILE STORIES HAVE SUBSIDED 
HERE. WE LEARNED OF OMANI PRESS RELEASE (QUOTED AC- 
CURATELY IN MUSCAT REFTEL) AFTER IT HAD BEEN DISTRIBUTED 
LAST WEEK, AND CALLED RICE ASSOCIATES (SULTAN'S PUBLIC 
RELATIONS CONSULTANTS WHO ACTUALLY PREPARED THE RELEASE) 
AS WELL AS OMANI EMBASSY CHARGE. WE ASKED RICE WHAT HAD 
OCCASIONED THE RATHER COMBATIVE LANGUAGE IN WHICH RELEASE 
WAS COUCHED. HE REPLIED THERE HAD BEEN ALLEGATIONS OF A 

US BASE ABOUT TO BE ESTABLISHED IN ARABIC BROADCASTS 
EMANATING FROM PDRY AND ELSEWHERE. EXACT PRESS RELEASE 
HAD COME IN INSTRUCTIONS FROM MUSCAT. WE ASKED TO BE 
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VANCE. BOTH RICE AND OMANI CHARGE AGREED. 

3. FCO ACTING ME DEPARTMENT HEAD CLARK (WHO HAD ALSO 
LEARNED OF OMANI PRESS RELEASE TOO LATE TO DO ANYTHING 
ABOUT IT) WAS NOT VERY HAPPY BECAUSE OF ITS RESEMBLANCE 
TO RECENT OMANI PRESS TREATMENT OF PRESENCE IRANIAN 
TROOPS. THIS IS ANOTHER CASE WHERE STATEMENT IS LITERAL- 
LY TRUE, BUT ITS BROADER IMPLICATIONS MISLEADING. HE AND 
EMBOFF AGREED, HOWEVER, THAT THERE IS NO USE CRYING OVER 
SPILT MILK. WE NOTED THIS CASE NOT EXACTLY COMPARABLE 
TO, OR AS SERIOUS AS, PREVIOUS CASE ANYWAY. 

4. FCO STATEMENTS TO PRESS RECOUNTED BY BRITISH EMBOFF 
IN MUSCAT (PARA 3 MUSCAT REFTEL) ARE ACCORDING TO 
GUIDANCE REPORTED LONDON'S REFTEL OF JANUARY 21. 

5. COMMENT: DELAY IN CONCLUSION OF THIS AFFAIR HAS MEANT 
NEED TO IMPROVISE PRESS GUIDANCE. THIS HAS BEEN COOR- 
DINATED HERE AMONG ZAWAWI, FCO. AND EMBASSY WITH SINGLE 
EXCEPTION OF PRESS RELEASE EMANATING FROM MUSCAT. WE DO 
NOT KNOW IN WHAT MANNER THAT MAY HAVE BEEN CLEARED BY 
SULTAN OR ZAWAWI WHILE THEY WERE WINGING THEIR WAYS AROUND 
NORTHERN EUROPE LAST WEEK, THOUGH IT IS POSSIBLE EXACT 
LANGUAGE WAS DEVISED BY SOMEONE IN MUSCAT. WE ASSUME DE- 
PARTMENT'S SUGGESTED PRESS GUIDANCE WILL BE AVAILABLE 

(FOR COORDINATION WITH BRITISH AND OMANIS) ONCE BRITISH 
HAVE GIVEN THEIR REPLY (BASED ON OUR ANSWERS TO THEIR 
TECHNICAL QUESTIONS) LATER THIS WEEK. FOR THE PRESENT, 

OMANI EMBASSY HERE TELLS US THEY ARE REFERRING ANY NEW 
PRESS INQUIRERS TO THEIR PREVIOUS STATEMENTS. FCO ALSO 
HOLDING FIRM. 
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